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Unit 1, Class 28 & 29

The Henrican Church

Pope and King

Name: ______________________________

Purpose: When ideas are legislated, 
what is the result?

Part One: Homework Check

Part Two: Condition of the Church in England

1. Describe the manner the church in England was “reformed.” 
2. Did Henry’s reforms receive popular support?

Video:
English Church

I
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Part Three: The Great Question
Section A: The Person of the King

Section B: The Issue: an Issue

Section C: dramatis personae

Leviticus 20:21
“If a man shall take 
his brother’s wife, 
it is an unclean 
thing...they shall 
be childless.”

The King's Great Matter: 
dramatis personae

Video:
Henry
Wolsey
Leviticus
Wives
Henrican Church
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Part Four: English Reformation legislation

Henry VIII
(1509-1547)

Edward VI
(1547-1553)

Mary I
(1553-1558)

Elizabeth I
(1558-1603)
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Act of Supremacy, 1534
This Act of Parliament confirms that the king is “the only supreme head in earth of the Church of 
England”. He is recognised as having full power, both temporal and spiritual, over the Church - in 
fact, greater power than the Pope himself ever had or claimed to have.

Act Respecting the Oath to the Succession, 1534
This Act of Parliament established the text of the oath required by the Act of Succession, 1534. 
All adults were required to recognise Anne Boleyn as the lawful wife of Henry VIII, and their 
children as successors to the throne. Anyone refusing to take the oath before the commissioners 
was automatically guilty of misprision of treason (the penalty for which was loss of all property 
and life imprisonment).

Act of Succession, 1534
This Act of Parliament was given royal assent by King Henry VIII, March 30, 1534. It declared Henry’s 
marriage with Katherine of Aragon to be null and void, and his marriage with Anne Boleyn to be 
valid. It also nullified the marriages of other people who had previously married (with dispensations) 
in spite of the fact that they were closely related. After Henry’s death the succession to the throne 
was to pass to his children by Anne Boleyn; his daughter by Katherine of Aragon, Mary, is tacitly 
excluded from the succession.
Anyone who by writing, printing, or any exterior act slandered the marriage to Anne Boleyn was 
guilty of high treason (for which the penalty was death); anyone who merely spoke such slander was 
guilty of misprision of treason (for which the penalty was loss of all property and life imprisonment). 
Offenders could not claim the right of sanctuary.
The entire populace of the nation was required to take an oath affirming the provisions of this Act. 
Refusal to take the oath was misprision of treason. 

The Submission of the Clergy and Restraint of Appeals, 1534
In the spring of 1534 Parliament passed this Act  which confirmed the submission of the clergy in 
1532. The Act also forbade any party in a legal case in an ecclesiastical court from appealing the 
judgement of that court to the Pope (now styled Bishop of Rome); such appeals should henceforth 
be directed to the king’s Court of Chancery. These appeals could include cases of the validity of 
marriages, ecclesiastical revenues, wills and testaments, and any matters involving the religious 
orders. This Act was repealed by the Act of Repeal, 1554 , and later revived by the Act of Suprem-
acy, 1559 . 

The Statues of Six Articles, 1539 
This piece of legislation marks the beginning of the reactionary period that continued until the close 
of Henry VIII’s reign. It enumerated six points of mediaeval doctrine and practice which the Prot-
estants had begun to assail, and imposed severe penalties on all who would not accept them. The 
first article expressed the doctrine of transubstantiation. Those denying this were to be burnt. If the 
other five articles were impeached the penalties were, for the first offence, confiscation of property, 
for the second, execution as a felon. The five articles declared (2) that communion in both kinds was 
unnecessary; (3) that priests ought not to marry; (4) that the vows of chastity ought to be observed 
in both sexes; (5) that private masses were allowable; (6) that auricular confession was necessary. 
This Act, called by the Protestants, “the whip with six strings,” continued in force for the rest of 
Henry’s reign.   http://www.luminarium.org/encyclopedia/sixarticles.htm

In the mid-1500s a great religious change occurred in England.  Henry VIII broke away from 
the papacy and established the Church of England as an ecclesiastical jurisdiction independent 
of Rome but dependent upon the state. In the reign of his son, Edward VI, this ecclesiastical de-
pendence on the state was made complete, and a variety of Lutheran doctrines were introduced. 
Under Edward’s sister, Mary I, the Church of England was totally restored to union with Rome. In 
the reign of Mary’s sister, Elizabeth I, the Church of England again broke with Rome and rejected 
various traditional Catholic teachings. The documents (summaries) presented here outline some 
of these changes.  The documents may be found at http://members.shaw.ca/reformation/

Henry VIII

!508-1547

A Sample of English  Reformation Legislation
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Revival of the Heresy Acts, 1554 
In November 1554 this Act of Parliament revived three former Acts against heresy; the let-
ters patent of 1382 of King Richard II , an Act of 1401 of King Henry IV , and an Act of 1414 
of King Henry V . All three of these laws had been repealed under King Henry VIII and King 
Edward VI .   (This Act reflects the concern for increased heresy and the lack of authority to 
deal with it. This Act was repealed in 1559 by the Act of Supremacy.)

Act of Supremacy, 1559
In February 1559, four months after Elizabeth’s accession to the throne, Parlia-
ment began consideration of a Bill for the reformation of religion in England. The 
Bill aimed to repudiate papal authority, restore royal supremacy and establish an 
English Communion service in place of the Latin Mass. Although this bill passed 
in the Commons and, after much debate and amendment, in the Lords, it did not 
receive royal assent and become law. Instead, two separate Bills were introduced 

into Parliament, one on the royal supremacy, and a separate one on the English liturgy.

The Supremacy Bill was introduced in the House of Commons April 10, and was finally ap-
proved, with very little debate, four days later. In the House of Lords, however, it met with 
great opposition; all the bishops voted against it.

The Act of Parliament restored much, but not all, of the religious settlement as it stood at the 
death of Edward VI. It revived ten Acts which had been repealed under Mary. It significantly 
narrowed the definition of heresy. It imposed an oath declaring that the sovereign was “the only 
supreme governor of this realm ... as well in all spirtitual things or causes, as temporal.” The 
oath was required of all holders of civil, military and ecclesiastical offices, and of those taking 
a university degree. 

Act of Uniformity, 1559
A Uniformity Bill was introduced into the House of Commons in 1559, and passed with virtu-
ally no challenge. In the House of Lords, however, it was hotly debated and was only finally 
approved by a vote of 21 to 18. It was opposed by all nine of the bishops present.

The Act restored the use of the Second Prayer Book of Edward VI with certain minor altera-
tions.

Act of Repeal, 1553
This Act of Parliament abolished nine Acts of Parliament concerning relgious 
matters which had been passed in the reign of Edward VI. It restored the 
religious (and particularly liturgical) status quo which existed at the death of 
Henry VIII in 1549. 

Act of Uniformity, 1549
Until 1549, the Latin-language Catholic missal and other liturgical books 
continued to be used in England with only minor alterations. This Act of 
Parliament established the English-language Book of Common Prayer as 
the only legal form of worship. This work had been prepared by a commit-
tee chaired by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Cranmer. The book 
was far from an English-language translation of the Latin liturgical books; it 

was largely a new creation which in its text and its ceremonial directions reflected various 
Lutheran doctrinal influences.
When this bill was debated in the House of Lords in January 1549, it was very controversial. 
Of the eighteen bishops present at the final vote, ten voted in favour and eight against.

Edward VI (reigned 1547 - 1553)

Mary I (reigned 1553 - 1558)

Elizabeth I (reigned 1558 - 1603)
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